St John the Divine
Eucharist Service
10th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday 9th August 2020
Welcome to our live-streamed service, found on the
FaceBook page for ‘St John the Divine Croydon’.
GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.
Sentence
They cried out in fear, but Jesus spoke to them and said,
‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
Matthew 14.26–27

Hymn: Fill your hearts with joy and gladness
by Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) - tune: Ode to Joy
© Hope Publishing Co., CCL No 632290

1. Fill your hearts with joy and gladness,
sing and praise your God and mine!
Great the Lord in love and wisdom,
might and majesty divine!
He who framed the starry heavens
knows and names them as they shine!
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness,
sing and praise your God and mine!
2. Praise the Lord, his people, praise him!
Wounded souls his comfort know;
those who fear him find his mercies,
peace for pain and joy for woe;
humble hearts are high exalted,
human pride and pow’r laid low.
Praise the Lord, his people, praise him!
Wounded souls his comfort know.
3. Praise the Lord for times and seasons,
cloud and sunshine, wind and rain;
spring to melt the snows of winter
till the waters flow again;
grass upon the mountain pastures,
golden valleys thick with grain.
Praise the Lord for times and seasons,
cloud and sunshine, wind and rain.
4. Fill your hearts with joy and gladness,
peace and plenty crown your days;
love his laws, declare his judgments,
walk in all his words and ways;
he the Lord and we his children:
praise the Lord, all people, praise!
Fill your hearts with joy and gladness,
peace and plenty crown your days!
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
We have too often failed to respond to Christ’s call
to live his way of sacrificial love,
fearing the cost and being blind to the blessing.
As we prepare to oﬀer thanks and praise
for that love shown to us,
let us call to mind our sins.

Silence is kept.
We confess to you our selfishness and lack of love:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
We confess to you our fear and failure
in sharing our faith:
fill us with your Spirit.
Christ have mercy
Christ have mercy
We confess to you our stubbornness and lack of trust:
fill us with your Spirit.
Lord have mercy
Lord have mercy
May the God of love and power
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.
GLORIA AND COLLECT
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Let us pray.
Mighty God and ruler of all creation,
give new strength to our faith,
that we may recognise your presence
even when all hope seems lost.
Help us to face all trials with serenity
as we walk with Christ through the stormy seas of life
and come at the last to your eternal peace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
There are many points of similarity between the Old
Testament story of the prophet Elijah encountering God
in the desert silence of Mount Horeb, and the Gospel
story of Jesus in divine solitude praying on the mountain,
walking on the water, and even amongst a crowd of
people in need of healing.

First reading - from the Old Testament
A reading from the first book of Kings, 19.9-16:
At Mount Horeb Elijah came to a cave, and spent the
night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ‘What
are you doing here, Elijah?’ He answered, ‘I have been
very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the
Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.’
He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the
Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’ Now there was a
great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord
was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake,
but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the
earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard
it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a
voice to him that said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’
He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are
seeking my life, to take it away.’ Then the Lord said to
him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as
king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi
as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.’
May your word live in us
And bear much fruit to your glory.
Gospel reading
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying,
‘Truly you are the Son of God.’
When they had crossed over, they came to land at
Gennesaret. After the people of that place recognized
him, they sent word throughout the region and brought
all who were sick to him, and begged him that they might
touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it
were healed.
This is the Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon
Let us together aﬃrm the faith of the Church:
We believe in one God,
who made and loves all that is.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was born, lived, died and rose again,
and is coming to call all to account.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
who calls, equips and sends out God’s people,
and brings all things to their true end.
This is our faith, the faith of the Church:
We believe in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.
Response:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE GREETING OF PEACE

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St
Matthew 14.22-36
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

We are all one in Christ Jesus.
We belong to him through faith,
heirs of the promise of the Spirit of peace.

Immediately [after the feeding of the five thousand] Jesus
made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after
he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there
alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far from the land, for the wind was against them.
And early in the morning he came walking towards them
on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on
the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And
they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to
them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come.’ So Peter got
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
towards Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did
you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Hymn: Dear Father, Lord of humankind
by John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-92) alt. - tune: Repton
©1999, The Australian Hymn Book Co. Pty Ltd.,
CCL No 632290

1. Dear Father, Lord of humankind,
forgive our foolish ways;
reclothe us in our rightful mind:
in purer lives thy service find,
in deeper reverence, praise,
in deeper reverence, praise.
2. In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
rise up and follow thee,
rise up and follow thee.

3. O sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love,
interpreted by love!
4. Drop thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of thy peace,
the beauty of thy peace.
5. Breathe through the heats of our desire
thy coolness and thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm,
O still small voice of calm.
Blessed be God,
by whose grace creation is renewed,
by whose love heaven is opened,
by whose mercy we oﬀer our sacrifice of praise.
Blessed be God for ever.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,
mighty Creator, everliving God.
We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary
and lived as one of us.
By his death on the cross
and rising to new life,
he oﬀered the one true sacrifice for sin,
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.
And now we give you thanks
because he inspires those who want to walk his way
to put their faith in him
and responds with compassion to all
who come to him in need.
Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Merciful God, we thank you
for these gifts of your creation,
this bread and wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’
After supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.’
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his oﬀering of himself
made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and suﬃcient sacrifice
for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit,
unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people
into the joy of your eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, Father,
in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.
As our Saviour Christ has taught us,
we are confident to pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
AND THE COMMUNION
As this broken bread was once many grains
which have been gathered together and made one
bread:
so may your Church be gathered
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.
The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for
you, preserve your body and soul to everlasting life.
Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for
you, and feed on him in your heart by faith with
thanksgiving. Amen.
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for
you, preserve your body and soul to everlasting life.
Drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed
for you, and be thankful. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS
Let us pray.
Gracious God, we give you thanks for feeding us
with the spiritual food of the body and blood
of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Thank you for assuring us of your goodness and love,
and that we are living members of Christ’s body.
Father,
we oﬀer ourselves to you
as a living sacrifice
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Hymn: We sing your praise, eternal God
by Alan Gaunt (b.1935) - tune: St Fulbert
©1991, Stainer & Bell Ltd, CCL No 632290
final verse by John Webster

1. We sing your praise, eternal God,
to whom all praise belongs;
but we can never match your love,
however loud our songs:
2. Your love which comes so silently,
through all the noise we hear;
the noise of quarrelling and war
the cries of grief and fear.
3. The winds of doubt uproot our faith,
the earthquakes of despair
destroy our hope, and fires of hate
kill love and stifle prayer.
4. And yet no sound on earth can drown
the silence we have heard;
the voice of your eternal love;
the silence of your Word.
5. It comes to guilty, broken hearts,
with challenge and release;
prepares us for self-sacrifice
and speaks eternal peace.
6. And so we sing your praise, O God,
to whom all praise is due;
encourage us to act with love
in everything we do.

BLESSING & DISMISSAL
The love of the Lord Jesus
draw you to himself,
the power of the Lord Jesus
strengthen you in his service,
the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit,
be upon you and those whom you love and pray for,
now and always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen.
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NOTICES
Under the Stage 4 Covid-19 regulations, please note
that no one is currently permitted to be in the church at
all, except for some very specific, oﬃcially permitted
reasons, such as the live-streamed Sunday service. Not
even for admin, cleaning or planned maintenance.
If anyone needs to come on site for any reason, then you
have to be given written permission by Fr John
beforehand - otherwise both you and the parish would be
liable for large fines.
The Dining Room Mission is an essential service and
continues to operate throughout the COVID19 crisis,
providing takeaway meals from Vive Cafe where strict
social distancing rules can be enforced.
The St John’s team is cooking again on August 18th and
more helpers are always welcome. If you would like to
assist please contact Cathy or email the parish oﬃce.
The cooking is done in your own home and volunteers
who need to travel will be provided with a letter of
permission.
Donations towards the cost of the ingredients can be
made directly into the St John’s bank account – please
show TDRM in the description.
Our weekly newsletter is being distributed via email or
post, to every household. This has detailed news, and
includes the readings, sermon, and some prayers. If you
are a member of the parish and are not yet receiving this
directly - or would like to become a member in order to
receive it - please contact me directly, or through the
parish oﬃce at oﬃce@stjohndivine.org.au
Oﬀertory: Thank you to all those who are managing to
send their oﬀertories to the Parish Oﬃce, or directly into
the parish bank account: ‘St John’s - general account’
BSB: 033044 Account: 251582

