St John the Divine
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GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Welcome
Hymn: Eather, Lord of all creation
David Stewart Cross (1928-89) - tune: Abbot’s Leigh
© The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, 1999,
CCL No 632290

1. Father, Lord of all creation,
ground of being, life and love;
height and depth beyond description
only life in you can prove:
you are mortal life’s dependence:
thought, speech, sight are ours by grace;
yours is every hour’s existence,
sovereign Lord of time and space.

2. Jesus Christ, the Man for Others,
we, your people, make our prayer:
let us love as sisters, brothers,
all whose burdens we can share.
Where your name binds us together
you, Lord Christ, will surely be;
where no selfishness can sever
there your love we all may see.

3. Holy Spirit, rushing, burning,

wind and flame of Pentecost,

fill our hearts afresh with yearning
to regain what we have lost.

May your love unite our action,
nevermore to speak alone:

God, in us abolish faction,
and through us your love make known.

Sentence
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power; and he went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him.
Acts 10.38

Let us pray.

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA AND COLLECT

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to God's people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Let us pray.

Spirit of energy and change,

in whose power Jesus was anointed

to be the hope of the nations:

be poured out also upon us

without reserve or distinction,

that we may have confidence and strength
to implant your justice on the earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who with you and the Father

are one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD
A reading from the book Genesis 1.1-5:

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the
earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

May your word live in us,
and bear much fruit to your glory.

Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord glory and might.

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven:
ascribe to the Lord glory and might.

2 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name:
O worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness.

Ascribe to the Lord glory and might.

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters:
the God of glory thunders,
the Lord upon the great waters.

4 The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation:
the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice.

Ascribe to the Lord glory and might.



5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar-trees:
the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon.

6 He makes them skip like a calf:
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild ox.

Ascribe to the Lord glory and might.

7 The voice of the Lord divides the lightning-flash:
the voice of the Lord whirls the sands of the desert,
the Lord whirls the desert of Kadesh.

8 The voice of the Lord rends the terebinth trees,
and strips bare the forests:
in his temple all cry 'Glory.'

Ascribe to the Lord glory and might.

9 The Lord sits enthroned above the water-flood:
the Lord sits enthroned as a king for ever.

10 The Lord will give strength to his people:
the Lord will give to his people the blessing of peace.

Ascribe to the Lord glory and might.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 19.1-7:

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the
inland regions and came to Ephesus, where he found
some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied,
‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’
Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They
answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, ‘John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come after him,
that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there
were about twelve of them.

May your word live in us,
and bear much fruit to your glory.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St
Mark 1.4-11
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside
and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. | have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.’

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And

a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you | am well pleased.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord,
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ,
God'’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.

Response:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.
Grant that what we have asked in faith
we may by your grace receive,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the
nations. Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing
our sins in penitence and faith.

Merciful God,
our maker and our judge,
we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
and in what we have failed to do:
we have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.
Father, forgive us.
Strengthen us to love and obey you
in newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who
turn to him in faith: pardon you and set you free from all
your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and keep you
in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



THE GREETING OF PEACE

God has made us one in Christ.

He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is

to come, has given the Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts.
cf 2 Corinthians 1.22

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Hymn: Christ, when for us you were baptized

Francis Bland Tucker (1859-1984) - tune: Jackson

© The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, 1999,
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1. Christ, when for us you were baptized,
God’s Spirit on you came,
as peaceful as a dove, and yet
as urgent as a flame.

2. God called you his belovéd Son,
called you his servant true:
sent you his kingdom to proclaim,
his holy will to do.

3. Straightway and steadfast until death
you then obeyed his call,
freely as Son of Man to serve
and give your life for all.

4. Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord,
your cross on us be signed,
that likewise in God’s service we
may perfect freedom find.

Open the heavens, Lord our God,

and send your transforming Spirit

on us and on these gifts.

May we who are baptized into Christ
be ready to share his cup of suffering
and strengthened to serve him for ever.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God.
You celebrated your new gift of baptism
in signs and wonders at the Jordan.
Your voice was heard from heaven
to awaken faith in the presence among us
of your Word made flesh.
Your Spirit was seen as a dove,
revealing Jesus as your servant,
and anointing him with the oil of gladness
to preach the good news to the poor.
Therefore, as we celebrate the union
of heaven and earth,

we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven

for ever praising you and saying:

Merciful God, we thank you
for these gifts of your creation,
this bread and wine,
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,
we who eat and drink them
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;
and when he had given you thanks
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.’
After supper, he took the cup,
and again giving you thanks
he gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘Drink from this, all of you.
This is my blood of the new covenant
shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.’

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:
proclaiming his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross,
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming again,
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice
for the sins of the whole world.
Renew us by your Holy Spirit,
unite us in the body of your Son,
and bring us with all your people
into the joy of your eternal kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
with whom, and in whom,
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
we worship you, Father,
in songs of never-ending praise:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Saviour Christ has taught us,

we are confident to pray,
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
AND THE COMMUNION

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and
feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

(Please come forward to receive the consecrated bread
only - or a blessing - queueing up behind each other on
the carpet marks, and keeping your distance from others.

It is suggested that just before receiving the sacrament
you slip your mask down, make your communion,
reposition your mask, and then return to your seat.)

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD'S PEOPLE

Let us pray.

Lord of all time and eternity,

you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:

by the power of your Spirit

complete the heavenly work of our rebirth

through the waters of the new creation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Father,

we offer ourselves to you

as a living sacrifice

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.

Hymn: Lord, your almighty word
John Marriott (1780-1835) alt. - tune: Moscow
© The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, 1999,
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1. Lord, your almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight:
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

2. Saviour, who came to give
those who in darkness live
healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
now to all humankind
let there be light.

3. Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving holy dove,
speed forth your flight;
move on the waters’ face,
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth’s darkest place
let there be light.

4. Holy and blesséd Three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might,
boundless as ocean’s tide
rolling in fullest pride,
through the earth far and wide,
let there be light.

BLESSING & DISMISSAL

May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you,

that your lives may be a light to the world;

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and those whom you love and pray for,
now and always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Permissions

Service excerpts:

- A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995 The Anglican Church of
Australia Trust Corporation

« Common Worship © 2006 The Archbishops’ Council

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright
1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America,
and are used by permission. All rights reserved.

CCLI Streaming Licence No. 129545

NOTICES

Until end of January there will only be one 9am service
every Sunday - which will also be live-streamed.

(The 8am & 10am Sunday services will resume on either
31 January or 7 February.)

For this year, the 10am Wednesday services will continue
through January.



