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Welcome to our live-streamed service, linked from our 
parish website: www.stjohndivine.org.au 

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME

The Lord be with you

	 and also with you. 

Hymn: When pain and terror strike by chance

Brian Arthur Wren (b.1936) - tune: Kingsfold  

© Hope Publishing Co., 1993, CCL No 632290 

1. When pain and terror strike by chance, 
with causes unexplained,  

when God seems absent or asleep,  
and evil unrestrained,  

we crave an all-controlling force  
ready to rule and warn,  

but find, far-shadowed by a cross,  
a child in weakness born. 

2. We marvel at God’s nakedness  
and sense the play of chance  

in Herod’s anger, Peter’s growth,  
and Pilate’s troubled glance. 

Our Saviour’s tempted, tested way  
never was cut and dried,  

but costly, risking life and love,  
betrayed and crucified. 

3. How deep the Wisdom of our God,  
how weak, but truly wise,  

to risk, to sacrifice, to die, 
and from the grave arise,  

to shed the shroud of death and fate, 
freeing our hearts for good. 

We breathe the ample air of hope  
and take our chance with God. 

4. Since Wisdom took its chance on earth,  
to show God’s living way,  

we’ll trust that fear and force will fail,  
and Wisdom win the day. 

Then come, dear Christ, and hold us fast  
when faith and hope are torn,  

and bring us, in your loving arms,  
to resurrection morn. 

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins,

	 whose mercy endures for ever. 
Sentence 
God spoke these words and said, ‘I am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before 
me.’


Exodus 20.1 

Let us pray

	 Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

	 Holy God,  
holy and mighty,  
holy and immortal, 
have mercy on us. 

Lord our God,

by your Holy Spirit

write your commandments upon our hearts

and grant us the wisdom and power of the cross,

so that, cleansed from greed and selfishness,

we may become a living temple of your love;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.


THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

A reading from Exodus 20.1-17:

Then God spoke all these words:

1. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall 
have no other gods before me.


2. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the 
form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on 
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship 
them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the 
third and the fourth generation of those who reject 
me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth 
generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.


3. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name.


4. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six 
days you shall labour and do all your work. But the 
seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you 
shall not do any work—you, your son or your 
daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, 
or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the 
Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.


5. Honour your father and your mother, so that your 
days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you.


6. You shall not murder.

7. You shall not commit adultery.

8. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbour.




10. You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you 
shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbour. 

May your word live in us,  

	 and bear much fruit to your glory. 

Psalm 19

1	 The heavens declare the glory of God:

	 	 and the firmament proclaims his handiwork;

2	 One day tells it to another: 

and night to night communicates knowledge. 
3	 There is no speech or language:

	 	 nor are their voices heard;

4	 Yet their sound has gone out through all the world: 

and their words to the ends of the earth. 
5	 There he has pitched a tent for the sun:

	 	 which comes out as a bridegroom 

	 	 	 from his chamber,

	 	 and rejoices like a strong man to run his course.

6	 Its rising is at one end of the heavens, 

and its circuit to their farthest bound: 
and nothing is hidden from its heat. 

7	 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul:

	 	 the command of the Lord is true,

	 	 and makes wise the simple.

8	 The precepts of the Lord are right, 

and rejoice the heart: 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, 
and gives light to the eyes. 

9	 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endures for ever:

	 	 the judgements of the Lord are unchanging,

	 	 and righteous every one.

10	 More to be desired are they than gold, 

even much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey, 
than the honey that drips from the comb. 

11	 Moreover, by them is your servant taught:

	 	 and in keeping them there is great reward.

12	 Who can know their own unwitting sins?: 

O cleanse me from my secret faults. 
13	 Keep your servant also from presumptuous sins,

	 lest they get the mastery over me:

	 	 so I shall be clean, and innocent of great offence.

14	 May the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable in your sight: 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians 1.18-25:

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. For it is written,

‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 

foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our 
proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength.

May your word live in us,  

	 and bear much fruit to your glory. 

Hymn: Come, wounded healer

Martin E Leckebusch (b.1962) - tune: Slane 

© Kevin Mayhew Ltd, 1999, CCL No 632290 

1. Come, wounded healer, your suff’rings reveal, 
the scars you accepted, our anguish to heal. 

Your wounds bring such comfort in body and soul 
to all who bear torment and yearn to be whole. 

2. Come, hated lover, and gather us near, 
your welcome, your teaching, your  

challenge to hear: 
where scorn and abuse cause rejection and pain, 

your loving acceptance makes hope live again. 
3. Come, broken victor, condemned to a cross — 

how great are the treasures we gain  
from your loss! 

Your willing agreement to share in our strife 
transforms our despair into fullness of life. 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St 
John 2.13-22


Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up 
to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers 
seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove 
all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the 
cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. He told those who 
were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! 
Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His 
disciples remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your 
house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, 
‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has 
been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of the 
temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken.

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 

	 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.


Sermon 



Let us together affirm the faith of the Church:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

	 	 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ,  

God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.


THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 

Response: 
Lord, in your mercy, 


hear our prayer. 
Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

RECONCILIATION WITH GOD

Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 
anything against anyone; so that your heavenly Father 
also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.                       


Mark 11.25


Pause to bring to mind times where we have separated 
ourselves  
	 from God, 
 	 from others, 
	 from creation, and 
	 from our inner selves.

Let us now ask for mercy, confessing our sins in 
penitence and faith.

	 Merciful God, 

our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you in thought, word,  
   and deed, and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you  

in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness 

to all who turn to him in faith:

pardon you and set you free from all your sins,

strengthen you in all goodness

and keep you in eternal life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

RECONCILIATION WITH EACH OTHER 

Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the 
cross.

	 We meet in his name and share his peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

	 And also with you. 

Offertory hymn: Give thanks

Henry Smith (b.1952) - tune: Give Thanks 

© The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, 1999,  
CCL No 632290 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he’s given 
Jesus Christ his Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One, 

give thanks because he’s given 
Jesus Christ his Son. 

And now let the weak say ‘I am strong,’ 
let the poor say, ‘I am rich  

because of what the Lord has done for us.’ 
And now let the weak say ‘I am strong,’ 

let the poor say, ‘I am rich  
because of what the Lord has done for us.’ 

	 (repeat from top)

Give thanks. (repeat ...) 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.

Accept and use our offerings for your glory

and for the service of your kingdom.

	 Blessed be God for ever. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

	 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.

	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,

	 mighty Creator, everliving God.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,

	 our Saviour Jesus Christ,

     who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary

     and lived as one of us.




He was tempted in every way as we are,

     yet he did not sin.

By his death on the cross

     and rising to new life,

     he offered the one true sacrifice for sin

     and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.

By his grace we are able

     to triumph over every evil,

     and to walk in the way of his love.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

     and with all the company of heaven,

     we proclaim your great and glorious name,

     for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Merciful God, we thank you

	 for these gifts of your creation,

	 this bread and wine,

	 and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,

	 we who eat and drink them

	 may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;

	 and when he had given you thanks

	 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

	 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.

	 Do this in remembrance of me.’

After supper, he took the cup,

	 and again giving you thanks

	 he gave it to his disciples, saying,

	 ‘Drink from this, all of you.

	 This is my blood of the new covenant

	 shed for you and for many

	 for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

	 in remembrance of me.’

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

	 Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:

	 proclaiming his offering of himself

	 made once for all upon the cross,

	 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

	 and looking for his coming again,

	 we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,

	 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice

	 for the sins of the whole world.

Renew us by your Holy Spirit,

	 unite us in the body of your Son,

	 and bring us with all your people

	 into the joy of your eternal kingdom;

	 through Jesus Christ our Lord,

	 with whom, and in whom,

	 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

	 we worship you, Father,

	 in songs of never-ending praise:

	 Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE 
COMMUNION 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

We who are many are one body,

	 for we all share in the one bread. 
We do not presume 
to come to your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 
Come, let us take this holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and 
feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

SENDING OUT GOD’S PEOPLE

Let us pray.

God of mercy,

may we who have shared in this holy meal

know your forgiveness in our lives,

bring reconciliation to others,

and be a sign of your wholeness in this broken world.

Father, 
we offer ourselves to you 
as a living sacrifice 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.


Hymn: Praise with joy the world’s creator

John L Bell (b.1949) & Graham Maule (b.1958) 

tune: Praise, My Soul - © The Australian Hymn Book Company 
Pty Ltd, 1999, CCL No 632290 

1. Praise with joy the world’s Creator, 
God of justice, love and peace, 

source and end of human knowledge, 
force of greatness without cease. 

Celebrate the Maker’s glory, 
power to rescue and release. 

2. Praise the Son who feeds the hungry, 
frees the captive, finds the lost, 

heals the sick, upsets religion, 
fearless both of fate and cost. 

Celebrate Christ’s constant presence – 
Friend and Stranger, Guest and Host. 

3. Praise the Spirit sent among us, 
liberating truth from pride, 

forging bonds where race or gender, 
age or nation dare divide. 

Celebrate the Spirit’s treasure – 
foolishness none dare deride. 



4. Praise the Maker, Son and Spirit, 
one God in community, 

calling Christians to embody 
oneness and diversity. 

Thus the world shall yet believe, when 
shown Christ’s vibrant unity. 

Christ our Saviour draw you to himself, 

that you may find in him crucified 

a sure ground for faith, 

a firm support for hope, 

and the assurance of sin forgiven;

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

	 Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:

	 In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

NOTICES

St John’s Kindergarten 
The Bunnings (Chirnside Park) BBQ fundraiser is on 
TODAY - Sun 7 Mar (8am to 4pm) 
Lent season 
The Lent Course groups are meeting: 
• in Joan Sweet’s home at 11am on Saturdays 
• in the downstairs chapel (All Saints & All Souls Chapel) 

at 7.30pm on Wednesdays 
... using the study book ‘Awakening my faith’ by Bp 
Jeremy Greaves, leading us through the Year B Gospel 
readings. 
Sun 14 Mar - 4th Sunday in Lent 
John 3.14-21 - Jesus tells Nicodemus: The Son of God is 

not here to condemn, but to save, to enable people to 
step up to the judgement of light. 

Also, there is a baptism scheduled for this day. The late 
Mary Crawford was a parishioner here, and her great 
grandson Hamish Lea is due to be baptised here, just like 
his sisters Isla and Abigail. 
Sun 21 Mar - 5th Sunday in Lent 
John 12.20-33 - ‘A grain of wheat needs to die in order 

to bear much fruit.’ Jesus claims that his death 
overcomes ‘the ruler of this world’. 

Sun 28 Mar - Sunday of the Passion 
Mark 15.1-39 - Pilate agrees to crucify Jesus, and the 

soldiers carry out their orders. 
Thu 1 Apr - Maundy Thursday 
Commemoration of the Last Supper 
Fri 2 Apr - Good Friday 
Commemoration of the death of Christ 
Sat 3 Apr - Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil 
Anticipating the resurrection 
Sun 4 Apr - Easter Day 
Celebrating the resurrection 
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