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Hymn: Jesus lives! your terrors now

Christian F Gellert (1715-69),  
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1.	 Jesus lives! your terrors now 
can, O death, no more appal us; 

Jesus lives! by this we know 
now the grave cannot enthrall us. 

Hallelujah! 
2.	 Jesus lives! for us he died; 

then may we, for Jesus living, 
pure in heart, in him abide, 

glory to our Saviour giving. 
Hallelujah! 

3.	 Jesus lives! our hearts know well 
naught from us his love shall sever: 

fame, or hurt, or powers of hell 
tear us from his keeping never.  

Hallelujah! 
4.	 Jesus lives! henceforth is death 

not for us a gloomy portal 
when we take our final breath, 

but the gate to life immortal. 
Hallelujah! 

5.	 Jesus lives! to him the throne 
over all the world is given; 

may we go where he is gone, 
rest and reign with him in heaven. 

Hallelujah!  

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

   He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Sentence 
‘Peace be with you,’ says the Lord. ‘As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’


John 20.21                                                                 
Let us pray.

   Almighty God,

   to whom all hearts are open,

   all desires known,

   and from whom no secrets are hidden:

   cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

   by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

   that we may perfectly love you,

   and worthily magnify your holy name,

   through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord, have mercy.

   Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. 

GLORIA AND COLLECT

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God's people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

   we worship you, we give you thanks,

   we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

   Lord God, Lamb of God,

   you take away the sin of the world:

      have mercy on us;

   you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

      receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
Let us pray.

Risen Christ,

whose absence leaves us in despair

but whose presence is overwhelming:

breathe on us with your abundant life,

that where we cannot see

we may have courage to believe

that we may be raised with you. Amen.


THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 4.32–37

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one 
heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership of 
any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave their 
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. There was a Levite, 
a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave 
the name Barnabas (which means ‘son of 
encouragement’). He sold a field that belonged to him, 
then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

May your word live in us,  

	 and bear much fruit to your glory. 

Psalm 133

1	 Behold how good and how lovely it is:

	 	 when families live together in unity.

2	 It is fragrant as oil upon the head, 

that runs down over the beard: 
fragrant as oil upon the beard of Aaron, 
that ran down over the collar of his robe. 

3	 It is like a dew of Hermon:

	 	 like the dew that falls upon the hill of Zion.

4	 For there the Lord has commanded his blessing: 

which is life for evermore. 




A reading from John’s first letter 1.1–2.2

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 
have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life— this life was revealed, and we have 
seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life 
that was with the Father and was revealed to us— we 
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and 
proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with 
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 
do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and 
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that 
you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and 
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of the whole world.

May your word live in us,  

	 and bear much fruit to your glory. 

Hymn: These things did Thomas count as real

Thomas H Troeger (b.1945) - tune: O Waly Waly 
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1.	 These things did Thomas count as real:  
the warmth of blood, the chill of steel,  

the grain of wood, the heft of stone,  
the last frail twitch of flesh and bone. 

2.	 The vision of his sceptic mind  
was keen enough to make him blind  

to any unexpected act  
too large for his small world of fact. 

3.	 His reasoned certainties denied  
that one could live when one had died,  

until his fingers read like Braille  
the markings of the spear and nail. 

4.	 May we, O God, by grace believe  
and thus the risen Christ receive,  

whose raw, imprinted palms reached out  
and beckoned Thomas from his doubt. 

The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  
St John 20.19-31


Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. So the other 
disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said 
to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, 
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here 
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my 
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, 
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this book. But these 
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing 
you may have life in his name. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord, 

	 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.


Sermon 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church:

We believe in one God,

	 the Father, the almighty,

	 maker of heaven and earth,

	 of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

	 the only Son of God,

	 eternally begotten of the Father,

	 God from God, Light from Light,

	 true God from true God,

	 begotten, not made,

	 of one being with the Father;

	 through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

	 he came down from heaven,

	 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the virgin Mary

	 and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

	 he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

	 in accordance with the Scriptures;

	 he ascended into heaven

	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge

	 the living and the dead

	 and his kingdom will have no end.




We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
the giver of life,


	 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

	 who with the Father and the Son

	 is worshipped and glorified,

	 who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the

	 forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

	 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 

Response: 
Lord, in your mercy, 

   hear our prayer. 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers.

   Grant that what we have asked in faith 
   we may by your grace receive, 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, 
therefore we come to celebrate the festival.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a 
sincere and a true heart.

   Merciful God,

      our maker and our judge,

      we have sinned against you

      in thought, word, and deed,

         and in what we have failed to do:

      we have not loved you with our whole heart;

      we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves;

      we repent, and are sorry for all our sins.

   Father, forgive us.

   Strengthen us to love and obey you

      in newness of life;

      through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness 

    to all who turn to him in faith:

pardon you and set you free from all your sins,

strengthen you in all goodness

and keep you in eternal life,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


THE GREETING OF PEACE

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you.

   And also with you. Alleluia. 

Offertory hymn: Christ is alive, with joy we sing

Pamela Stotter (b.1944) - tune: Vulpius 
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1.	 Christ is alive, with joy we sing; 
we celebrate our risen Lord, 

praising the glory of his name. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

2.	 He is the grain of wheat that died, 
sown in distress and reaped in joy, 

yielding a harvest of new life. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

3.	 He is the sun which brings the dawn: 
he is the light of all the world, 

setting us free from death and sin. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

4.	 He is the vine set in the earth, 
sharing our life, from birth to death, 

that we might share in God’s own life. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

5.	 He is the bread that comes from God, 
broken to feed us in our need, 

given to bring eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

6.	 Christ is alive, with joy we sing; 
we celebrate our risen Lord, 

praising the glory of his name. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share.

Accept and use our offerings for your glory

and for the service of your kingdom.

	 Blessed be God for ever. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

	 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.

	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

	 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,

	 mighty Creator, everliving God.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,

	 our Saviour Jesus Christ,

     who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary

     and lived as one of us.

By his death on the cross

     and rising to new life,

     he offered the one true sacrifice for sin

     and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.

And now we give you thanks

	 that you raised him to life triumphant,

	 and exalted him in glory.

By his victory over death,

	 the reign of sin is ended,

	 a new day has dawned,

	 a broken world is restored

	 and we are made whole once more.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

     and with all the company of heaven,

     we proclaim your great and glorious name,

     for ever praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



Merciful God, we thank you

	 for these gifts of your creation,

	 this bread and wine,

	 and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,

	 we who eat and drink them

	 may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;

	 and when he had given you thanks

	 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

	 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.

	 Do this in remembrance of me.’

After supper, he took the cup,

	 and again giving you thanks

	 he gave it to his disciples, saying,

	 ‘Drink from this, all of you.

	 This is my blood of the new covenant

	 shed for you and for many

	 for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

	 in remembrance of me.’

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

	 Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:

	 proclaiming his offering of himself

	 made once for all upon the cross,

	 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

	 and looking for his coming again,

	 we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,

	 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice

	 for the sins of the whole world.

Renew us by your Holy Spirit,

	 unite us in the body of your Son,

	 and bring us with all your people

	 into the joy of your eternal kingdom;

	 through Jesus Christ our Lord,

	 with whom, and in whom,

	 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

	 we worship you, Father,

	 in songs of never-ending praise:

	 Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
As our Saviour Christ has taught us, 

we are confident to pray,

Our Father in heaven,

   hallowed be your name,

   your kingdom come,

   your will be done,

      on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

   as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

   and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,  
   and the glory are yours

   now and for ever. Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE 
COMMUNION 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

We who are many are one body,

	 for we all share in the one bread. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.  
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, 

and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 


SENDING OUT GOD’S PEOPLE

Let us pray.

Eternal God, giver of life,

in the breaking of the bread we know the risen Lord.

May we who celebrate this holy feast

walk in his risen light

and bring new life to all creation.

Father,

we offer ourselves to you

as a living sacrifice

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. 

Hymn: The day of resurrection!

John of Damascus (c.675-749),  

tr. John Neale (1818-66) alt. - tune: Ellacombe 
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1.	 The day of resurrection! 
earth, tell it out abroad; 

the passover of gladness, 
the passover of God: 

from death to life eternal, 
from earth up to the sky, 

our Christ has brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 

2.	 Our hearts be pure from evil 
that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal 
of resurrection light; 

and listening to his greeting 
may hear, so calm and strong, 

his own ‘All hail’ and, hearing, 
may raise the victors’ song. 

3.	 Now let the heavens be joyful 
and earth her song repeat, 

the whole world shout in triumph 
her living Lord to greet; 

let all things seen and unseen 
their notes of gladness blend, 

for Christ the Lord has risen, 
our joy that has no end. 



Almighty God,

who redeemed us through the resurrection of Christ,

who raised us to newness of life 

	 through the waters of baptism,

and has brought us out of slavery 

	 into everlasting freedom,

give you joy and peace in faith 

and bring you to your eternal inheritance;

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

NOTICES

The Parish Newsletter is published most weeks, and 
emailed to all who wish to receive it. Printed copies are 
also posted to those who prefer it. 
If you would like to be on the distribution list, kindly 
provide your email or postal address to the Parish Office: 
	 office@stjohndivine.org.au  
	 or  
	 6 Toorak Ave, Croydon 3136 

Fr John is having a week’s break, and will be contactable 
again from Tuesday 13 April. Kindly make Fr Greg Davies 
welcome this Sunday. 

During the Easter season, from 18 April (Easter 3) through 
to 16 May (Easter 7) we will have a Stewardship Program. 
We will hopefully be able to celebrate our patronal festival 
on Sunday 16 May (postponed from 6 May.) 
It will be an opportunity to review how we offer our ‘time, 
talents and treasure’ to the Lord through our church 
community. We will celebrate the blessings of the past 
and present, and look at what God is calling us to be and 
do - now and going forwards. 

Permissions

Service excerpts: 

• A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995 The Anglican Church of 

Australia Trust Corporation

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New 
Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright 
1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, 
and are used by permission. All rights reserved.

CCLI Streaming Licence No. 129545


