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GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Welcome and notices 
 
Hymn: TiS282 The voice of God goes out to all the world 

Luke Connaughton (1917-79) - tune: Woodlands 
© The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, 1999, CCL No 

632290 

1. The voice of God goes out to all the world; 
  his glory speaks across the universe. 

 the great King’s herald cries from star to star: 

  ‘With power, with justice, he will walk his way.’ 

2. The Lord has said, ‘Receive my messenger, 

  my promise to the world, my pledge made 
flesh, 

 a lamp to every nation, light from light’: 

  with power, with justice, he will walk his way. 

3. The broken reed he will not trample down, 
  nor set his heel upon the dying flame. 
 He binds the wounds, and health is in his hand: 
  with power, with justice, he will walk his way. 

4. Anointed with the Spirit and with power, 
  he comes to crown with comfort all the weak, 
 to show the face of justice to the poor: 
  with power, with justice, he will walk his way. 

5. His touch will bless the eyes that darkness held, 
  the lame shall run, the halting tongue shall 
sing, 
 and prisoners laugh in light and liberty: 
  with power, with justice, he will walk his way. 
 
Sentence 
A voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

Matthew 3.17                                                               

Let us pray. 
   Almighty God, 
   to whom all hearts are open, 
   all desires known, 
   and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
   cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
   by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
   that we may perfectly love you, 
   and worthily magnify your holy name, 
   through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord, have mercy. 
   Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

GLORIA AND COLLECT 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
   Lord God, Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world: 
      have mercy on us; 
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
      receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Let us pray. 
Spirit of energy and change, 
in whose power Jesus was anointed 
to be the hope of the nations: 
be poured out also upon us 
without reserve or distinction, 
that we may have confidence and strength 
to implant your justice on the earth; 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah 42.1–9 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
   he will bring forth justice to the nations.  
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
   or make it heard in the street;  
a bruised reed he will not break, 
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
   he will faithfully bring forth justice.  
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
   until he has established justice in the earth; 
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching.  
Thus says God, the Lord, 
   who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
   who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
   and spirit to those who walk in it:  
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
   a light to the nations,  
   to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
   from the prison those who sit in darkness.  
I am the Lord, that is my name; 
   my glory I give to no other, 
   nor my praise to idols.  
See, the former things have come to pass, 
   and new things I now declare; 

WELCOME! 

Welcome to our worship and community life at St John 
the Divine, and to our live-streamed service, linked 
from our parish website: www.stjohndivine.org.au  



before they spring forth, 
   I tell you of them.  

May your word live in us,  
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
Psalm 29 

1 Ascribe to the Lord, you powers of heaven: 
  ascribe to the Lord glory and might. 

2 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name: 
  O worship the Lord in the beauty of his 
holiness. 

3 The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: 
  the God of glory thunders, 
  the Lord upon the great waters. 

4 The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation: 
  the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar-trees: 
  the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 He makes them skip like a calf: 
  Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

7 The voice of the Lord divides the lightning-flash: 
  the voice of the Lord whirls the sands of the 
desert, 
  the Lord whirls the desert of Kadesh. 

8 The voice of the Lord rends the terebinth trees, 
 and strips bare the forests: 
  in his temple all cry ‘Glory.’ 

9 The Lord sits enthroned above the water-flood: 
  the Lord sits enthroned as a king for ever. 

10 The Lord will give strength to his people: 
  the Lord will give to his people the blessing of 
peace. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10.34–43 

Then Peter began to speak to Cornelius and those with 

him: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 
that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were 
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 

name.’ 

May your word live in us,  
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 
 

Hymn: SP31 When Jesus comes to be baptized  
Stanbrook Abbey - tune: O Jesu Christ Meins Lebens Licht 

(TiS583) 
© Stanbrook Abbey, 1974 & 1995, CCL No 632290 

1. When Jesus comes to be baptized, 
  he leaves the hidden years behind, 
 the years of safety and of peace. 
  to bear the sins of humankind. 

2. The Spirit of the Lord comes down, 
  anoints the Christ to suffering, 
 to preach the word, to free the bound, 
  and to the mourner comfort bring. 

3. He will not quench the dying flame, 
  and what is bruised he will not break, 
 but heal the wound injustice dealt, 
  and out of death his triumph make. 

4. Our everlasting Father praise 
  with Christ, his well-belovèd Son, 
 who with the Spirit reigns serene, 
  eternal Trinity in One. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St 
Matthew 3.13–17 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me? ’But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it 
is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness. ’
Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And 
a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord,  
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon 

 

NICENE CREED 
Let us together affirm the faith of the Church: 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary 
 and became truly human. 



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 

Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
 forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  

Response: 
Lord, in your mercy,  
   hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
   Grant that what we have asked in faith 
   we may by your grace receive, 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to 
the nations. 
Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our 
sins in penitence and faith. 

   Merciful God, 
      our maker and our judge, 
      we have sinned against you 
      in thought, word, and deed, 
         and in what we have failed to do: 
      we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
      we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
      we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
   Father, forgive us. 
   Strengthen us to love and obey you 
      in newness of life; 
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, 
who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in 

faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 

Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end. 

cf Isaiah 9.6,7 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
   and also with you. 
 
 

Offertory hymn: HON821 When Jesus came to Jordan 
Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000) - tune: Wir Pflügen (TiS130, 

without refrain) 
© Stainer & Bell Ltd, 1980, CCL No 632290 

1. When Jesus came to Jordan 
  to be baptized by John, 
 he did not come for pardon, 
  but as his Father’s Son. 
 He came to share repentance 
  with all who mourn their sins, 
 to speak the vital sentence 
  with which good news begins. 

2. He came to share temptation, 
  our utmost woe and loss, 
 for us and our salvation 
  to die upon the cross. 
 So when the Dove descended 
  on him, the Son of Man, 
 the hidden years had ended, 
  the age of grace began. 

3. Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 
  to keep the vows we make, 
 this very day invade us, 
  and ev’ry bondage break. 
 Come, give our lives direction, 
  the gift we covet most: 
 to share the resurrection 
  that leads to Pentecost. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
and for the service of your kingdom. 
   Blessed be God for ever. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
 mighty Creator, everliving God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
 who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
 and lived as one of us. 
You anointed him as Messiah, 
 the light of the nations, 
 and revealed him as the hope 
 of all who thirst for righteousness and peace. 
By his death on the cross 
 and rising to new life, 



 he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
 and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
 and with all the company of heaven, 
 we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
 for ever praising you and saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you 
 for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and wine, 
 and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
 we who eat and drink them 
 may be partakers of Christ's body and blood. 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
 and when he had given you thanks 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Drink from this, all of you. 
 This is my blood of the new covenant 
 shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it,  
 in remembrance of me.’ 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 proclaiming his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
 for the sins of the whole world. 
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
 unite us in the body of your Son, 
 and bring us with all your people 
 into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom, and in whom, 
 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
 we worship you, Father, 
 in songs of never-ending praise: 
 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us,  
   we are confident to pray, 
Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
      on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
   and the glory are yours 
   now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
AND THE COMMUNION 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
   for we all share in the one bread. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and 
blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and 
feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
 

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD'S PEOPLE 
Let us pray. 
God of the nations, 
we thank you for nourishing us with this holy sacrament. 
Guide us by your presence, 
that we may bring your light to those who dwell in 
darkness, 
and establish your justice in the earth. Amen. 

Father, 
we offer ourselves to you 
as a living sacrifice 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
 
 

Hymn: TiS447 Lord, your almighty word 
John Marriott (1780-1825) alt. - tune: Moscow 

© The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, 1999, CCL No 
632290 

1. Lord, your almighty word 
  chaos and darkness heard, 
 and took their flight: 
  hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel day 
  sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light. 

2. Saviour, who came to give 
  those who in darkness live 
 healing and sight, 
  health to the sick in mind, 
 sight to the inly blind, 
  now to all humankind 
 let there be light. 

3. Spirit of truth and love, 
  life-giving holy dove, 
 speed forth your flight; 
  move on the waters’ face, 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 
  and in earth’s darkest place 
 let there be light. 
 



THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 

Sun 8th Jan Baptism of our Lord 
 9am Eucharist 
 8pm AA meeting 

Mon 9th Jan 10.30am Al Anon meeting 

Tue 10th Jan 1pm AA meeting 
 5.30pm community meal: TDRM 
  St John’s team to cook 

Wed 11th Jan 7.30pm NA meeting 

Thu 12th Jan 10.30am AA meeting 
 7.30pm AA meeting 

Fri 13th Jan - 

Sat 14th Jan  7am AA meeting 
 10.30am Focus on Faith & Friendship 
 7pm Lai Christian Church 

Sun 15th Jan 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
 9am Eucharist 
 8pm AA meeting 

4. Holy and blessèd Three, 
  glorious Trinity, 
 Wisdom, Love, Might, 
  boundless as ocean’s tide 
 rolling in fullest pride, 
  through the earth far and wide, 
 let there be light.  
 
 
May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you, 
that your lives may be a light to the world; 
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 

 
 

NOTICES 
 

Fr John on leave 

Rev’d Wendy Pullen is the locum vicar while Fr John is 
away until 29th January 

 

Cooking for TDRM Tuesday 10th January 

It is St Johns turn to do the cooking at The Dining Room 
Mission again this coming Tuesday, 10th January. We 
will cook the same tomato-based beef casserole we did 
in November which was successful because it is really 
easy and can be cooked in slow cookers. If you are able 
to help with cooking the casseroles, please let me know. 
TDRM has several slow cookers we can borrow if you 
do not have one. As usual the meat and a few basic 
ingredients will be provided. The food needs to be 
delivered hot to the church by 5pm, or we can arrange to 
collect it earlier if you prefer.  

This time we will serve it with rice and a salad which we 
will prepare on the day while we cook the rice, so 
volunteers are also needed to help in the kitchen (from 
4.30pm), talk to the guests (from 5pm) and serve the 
food (from 5.15pm).  

There are a number of volunteers away or ‘out of action’ 
this month, so if you are able to help in any way it would 
be much appreciated! 

Contact Cathy Cossey for more information. 
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