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St John the Divine 

Eucharist service 

 7th Sunday of Easter 

21st May 2023 
 

Welcome to our worship and community life at 
St John the Divine. You are encouraged to 
participate in whatever way best helps you 
connect with God, to know how much God loves 
you and cares about you. 

Today we particularly welcome Bishop Paul Barker as he leads us in worship, 
preaches and meets with us. 

Do come forward with the others to make your communion with God, receiving 
either the sacrament, or a blessing if you prefer.  

You are invited to take this booklet away with you, to be able to refer to the 
notices in the back - and also to reflect further on the Scripture readings. 
 

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Welcome and notices. 
 

Hymn: TIS 378 The head that once was crowned with thorns 
Tune: St Magnus 

 
1 The head that once was crowned with thorns 

is crowned with glory now; 
a royal diadem adorns 
the mighty Victor’s brow. 

2 The highest place that heaven affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
and Heaven’s eternal Light. 

3 The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below; 
to whom he demonstrates his love 
and grants his name to know. 
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4 To them the cross, with all its shame, 
with all its grace is given; 
their name, an everlasting name, 
their joy, the joy of heaven. 

5 They suffer with their Lord below, 
they reign with him above; 
their profit and their joy to know 
the mystery of his love. 

6 The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him; 
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth, 

their everlasting theme. 
 
Sentence 
This is eternal life, that we may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you sent. 

John 17.3 
Let us pray. 
   Almighty God, 
   to whom all hearts are open, 
   all desires known, 
   and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
   cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
   by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
   that we may perfectly love you, 
   and worthily magnify your holy name, 
   through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord, have mercy. 
   Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

GLORIA AND COLLECT 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God's people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
   we worship you, we give you thanks, 
   we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
   Lord God, Lamb of God, 
   you take away the sin of the world: 
      have mercy on us; 
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
      receive our prayer. 
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For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
   Jesus Christ, 
   with the Holy Spirit, 
   in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
 
Let us pray. 

O God, 
whose Son, Jesus, prayed for his disciples, 
and sent them into the world 
to proclaim the coming of your kingdom: 
by your Holy Spirit, 
hold the Church in unity, 
and keep it faithful to your word, 
so that, breaking bread together, 
we may be one with Christ in faith and love and service, 
now and forever. Amen 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

A reading from Acts 1: 6-14 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven. ’Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, 
they went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

May your word live in us,  
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 
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Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35 
 

Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered; 
   let those who hate him flee before him. 
As smoke is driven away, so drive them away; 
   as wax melts before the fire, 
   let the wicked perish before God. 
But let the righteous be joyful; 
   let them exult before God; 
   let them be jubilant with joy. 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
   lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds— 
his name is the LORD— 
   be exultant before him. 
Father of orphans and protector of widows 
   is God in his holy habitation. 
God gives the desolate a home to live in; 
   he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
   but the rebellious live in a parched land. 
O God, when you went out before your people, 
   when you marched through the wilderness, 
   the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain 
   at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
   at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
Rain in abundance, O God, you showered abroad; 
   you restored your heritage when it languished; 
your flock found a dwelling in it; 
   in your goodness, O God, you provided for the needy. 
Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
   sing praises to the Lord, 
O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
   listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 
Ascribe power to God, 
   whose majesty is over Israel; 
   and whose power is in the skies. 
Awesome is God in his sanctuary, 
   the God of Israel; 
   he gives power and strength to his people 
Blessed be God! 
 
A reading from 1 Peter 5 
 

Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one 
who shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend the 
flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under 
compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it—not for sordid gain but 
eagerly. Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the 
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flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that 
never fades away. In the same way, you who are younger must accept the 
authority of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your 
dealings with one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble. ’Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he 
may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for 
you. Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the 
devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in 
your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters throughout the world are 
undergoing the same kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power for 
ever and ever. Amen. Through Silvanus, whom I consider a faithful brother, I 
have written this short letter to encourage you, and to testify that this is the true 
grace of God. Stand fast in it. Your sister church in Babylon, chosen together 
with you, sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark. Greet one another 
with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 

May your word live in us,  
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
 

Hymn: TIS 613 Lord of all hopefulness 
Tune: Slane 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 
Be there at our labours, and give us, we pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
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The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 17:1 - 11 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, 
the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you 
have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have 
given him. And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the 
work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking on 
their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom 
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; 
and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but are 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord,  
 praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon 

NICENE CREED 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church: 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
 and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge 
 the living and the dead 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son 
 is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the 
 forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  

Response: 
Lord, in your mercy,  
   hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
   Grant that what we have asked in faith 
   we may by your grace receive, 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Christ our Passover Lamb has been offered for us, therefore we come to 
celebrate the festival. 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, with a sincere and a true heart. 

   Merciful God, 
      our maker and our judge, 
      we have sinned against you 
      in thought, word, and deed, 
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         and in what we have failed to do: 
      we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
      we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
      we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
   Father, forgive us. 
   Strengthen us to love and obey you 
      in newness of life; 
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness  
    to all who turn to him in faith: 
pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ 
Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you. 
   And also with you. Alleluia. 
 

 
Offertory hymn: TIS 369 Hail the day that sees him rise 

Tune: Chiselhurst 
 

1. Hail the day that sees him rise,  
alleluia! 

to his throne above the skies;  
alleluia! 

Christ, a while to mortals given, 
enters now the highest heaven.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2. There for him high triumph waits;  
alleluia! 

lift your heads, eternal gates!  
alleluia! 

Wide unfold the radiant scene, 
let the King of glory in! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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3. Heaven now its Lord receives,  
alleluia! 

yet he loves the earth he leaves,  
alleluia! 

though returning to his throne 
still calls humankind his own.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4. See! he lifts his hands above;  
alleluia! 

See! he shows his prints of love:  
alleluia! 

Hark! his gracious lips bestow 
blessings on his church below.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

5. Still for us he intercedes,  
alleluia! 

his prevailing death he pleads;  
alleluia! 

near himself prepares our place,  
he the first fruits of our race. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

6. There we shall with you remain,  
alleluia! 

partners of your eternal reign;  
alleluia! 

there your face unclouded view,  
find our heaven of heavens in you,  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
and for the service of your kingdom. 
   Blessed be God for ever. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



10 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
 mighty Creator, everliving God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
     who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
     and lived as one of us. 
By his death on the cross 
     and rising to new life, 
     he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
     and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
And now we give you thanks 
 that you raised him to life triumphant, 
 and exalted him in glory. 
By his victory over death, 
 the reign of sin is ended, 
 a new day has dawned, 
 a broken world is restored 
 and we are made whole once more. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
     and with all the company of heaven, 
     we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
     for ever praising you and singing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Merciful God, we thank you 
 for these gifts of your creation, 
 this bread and wine, 
 and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 
 we who eat and drink them 
 may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 
 and when he had given you thanks 
 he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you. 
 Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
After supper, he took the cup, 
 and again giving you thanks 
 he gave it to his disciples, saying, 
 ‘Drink from this, all of you. 
 This is my blood of the new covenant 
 shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
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 Do this, as often as you drink it,  
 in remembrance of me.’ 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 
 proclaiming his offering of himself 
 made once for all upon the cross, 
 his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
 and looking for his coming again, 
 we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 
 his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 
 for the sins of the whole world. 

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
 unite us in the body of your Son, 
 and bring us with all your people 
 into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 with whom, and in whom, 
 in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
 we worship you, Father, 
 in songs of never-ending praise: 

 Blessing and honour and glory and power 
 are yours for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

As our Saviour Christ has taught us,  
   We are confident to pray, 

Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 
      on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
   and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
   and the glory are yours 
   now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  
AND THE COMMUNION 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 
 for we all share in the one bread. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.  

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in 
remembrance that he died for us,  
and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

Please come forward to receive communion or a blessing. 
 

SENDING OUT GOD’S PEOPLE 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, giver of life, 
in the breaking of the bread we know the risen Lord. 
May we who celebrate this holy feast 
walk in his risen light 
and bring new life to all creation. 

Father, 
we offer ourselves to you 
as a living sacrifice 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory. 
 

BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
Go forth into the world in peace. 
Be of good courage. 
Hold fast that which is good. 
Render to no one evil for evil. 
Strengthen the fainthearted. 
Support the weak. 
Help the afflicted. 
Show love to everyone. 
Love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of almighty God, 
the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
   Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 



13 

Hymn: TIS 520 Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour 
Tune: St Helen 

 
1. Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 

first-begotten from the dead, 
you alone our strong defender, 
lifting up your people’s head: 
alleluia, alleluia, 
Jesus, true and living bread. 
 

2. Here our humble homage pay we, 
here in loving reverence bow; 
here for faith’s discernment pray we, 
least we fail to know you now: 
alleluia, alleluia, 
you are here, we ask not how. 
 

3. Though the lowliest form now veils you 
as of old in Bethlehem, 
here as there your angels hail you, 
branch and flower of Jesse’s stem; 
alleluia, alleluia, 
we in worship join with them. 
 

4. Paschal Lamb, your offering, finished 
once for all when you were slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall for evermore remain, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
cleansing souls from every stain. 
 

5. Great High Priest of our profession 
through the veil you entered in; 
by your mighty intercession 
grace and mercy you can win: 
alleluia, alleluia, 
only sacrifice for sin. 
 

6. Life-imparting heavenly manna, 
stricken rock with streaming side, 
heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
worship you, the Lamb who died, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
risen, ascended, glorified! 
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Thank you for joining in our worship today. We endeavour 
to provide an after-service ‘cuppa’ in our meeting room next 
to the foyer after most Sunday services - you are invited to 
join us.  

Do take this booklet away with you, for reference and 
further reflection. If you wish to know more about our 
community life, speak to any of the regulars (often wearing 
name tags), ask for a welcome brochure, or visit our 
website. 

 
 

NOTICES 
 
Rev’d Stewart Taplin is our Locum Vicar for the next few months. Fr Stewart is 

available on Sundays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and as needed on other 

occasions. He can be contacted on 0402 080 366 

 
Synod representative needed 

The parish is seeking two representatives. Please talk to Fr Stewart or one of 
the Wardens if you are interested. 

Birthdays are to now be celebrated on the third Sunday of each month. This 
morning we celebrate with everyone who has a May birthday. 

St John’s Kindergarten Update 

Congratulations to kindergarten director & teacher Bec Vernall on the safe 
arrival of a baby boy on May 7. We join with the kindergarten in welcoming baby 
Miles to the St John’s community.   
Thank you to everyone who donated baked goods for the Kindergarten Open 
Day on May 6th. They made $300. 

 

Permissions 

Service excerpts from A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995 The Anglican Church of 
Australia Trust Corporation. 

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America, and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Words to hymns reproduced from The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, © 
1999, CCL No 632290 

CCLI Streaming Licence No. 129545 
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LOOKING AHEAD           

• 28th May  Pentecost Sunday – Celebrant: Rev’d Wendy Pullin 

  Parish Network Ministry meeting after 10am service 

• 4th June   Trinity Sunday 

  City to City Visit 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
 

Sun 21st May  7th Sunday in Easter – Bishop Paul Barker  

 8am  Eucharist 
 10am  Sung Eucharist 
 8pm AA meeting 

Mon 22nd May 10.30am Al Anon meeting 

Tue 23rd May 1pm AA meeting 
 5.30pm community meal: TDRM 
   

Wed 24th May 10am  Ascension Day Eucharist 

 5.30pm community meal: Winter Shelter 
 7.30pm NA meeting 

Thu 25th May 10.30am Croydon Grove 
 10.30am  AA meeting 
 7.30pm AA meeting 

Fri 26th May - 

Sat 27th May 7.00am AA meeting 
 10.30am Focus on Faith & Friendship  
 6.00pm Lai Christian Church 

Sun 28th May Pentecost Sunday - Rev’d Wendy Pullin to celebrate.  

 8am  Eucharist 
 10am  Sung Eucharist 
  Parish Network Ministry meeting 
 8pm AA meeting 


