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St John the Divine Croydon 

Eucharist Service 

The Baptism of Our Lord 

11 January 2026 
 

Welcome to our worship and community life at St 
John the Divine. All are welcome to come forward to 
make your communion with God, receiving either the 
sacrament, or a blessing if you prefer. 

All stand when the bell rings. 

[The sanctuary party will process towards the Altar with music provided by 
the Organist. The opening hymn will be sung once the sanctuary party has 
assumed their seats.] 

GATHERING IN GOD'S NAME 
 

[EA] Opening Hymn: TiS 448 – Blest are the pure in heart 
 

1. Blest are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see our God; 
the secret of the Lord is theirs, 
their soul is Christ's abode. 
 

2. The Lord who left the heavens 
our life and peace to bring, 
to dwell with us in lowliness, 
our pattern and our King: 
 

3. still to the lowly soul 
he will himself impart, 
and for his cradle and his throne 
chooses the pure in heart. 
 

4. Lord, we your presence seek; 
this blessing now renew: 
give us a pure and lowly heart, 
a temple fit for you. 
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[C]The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Sentence of the day  
[EA] A voice came from heaven, saying, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with 

whom I am well pleased’. [Matthew 3.17] 

 
[EA] Let us pray. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Lord have mercy  
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy 

 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father; 
receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Collect of the day 

[C] Let us pray: 
Loving God, your Son came to seek the lost, and was baptized with 
sinners: grant that we, who have been baptised in his name, may reach 
out in love to those in need with the mercy of Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

[Please be seated for the Readings] 
 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

THE 1ST READING – Isaiah 42.1-9 

1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
    or make it heard in the street; 
3 a bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed 
    until he has established justice in the earth; 
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 

5 Thus says God, the Lord, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people,[a] 
    a light to the nations, 
7     to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8 I am the Lord, that is my name; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2042.1-9&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-18487a


4 

    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

May Your word live in us. And bear much fruit to Your glory. 
 

For PSALM  
Hymn TiS 716 – Father we adore you 

1. Father, we adore you 
lay our lives before you, 
how we love you 

2. Jesus, we adore you 
lay our lives before you 
how we love you 

3. Spirit, we adore you 
lay our lives before you 
how we love you 
 

THE EPISTLE – Acts 10.34-43 
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right 
is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of 
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify 
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.’ 

May Your word live in us. And bear much fruit to Your glory. 
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[EA] Gradual Hymn: TiS 250 – Christ, when for us you were baptized 
 

1. Christ, when for us you were baptized, 
God’s Spirit on you came, 
as peaceful as a dove, and yet 
as urgent as a flame. 
 

2. God called you his beloved Son, 
called you his servant true: 
sent you his kingdom to proclaim, 
his holy will to do. 
 

3. Straightway and steadfast until death 
you then obeyed his call, 
freely as Son of Man to serve 
and give your life for all. 
 

4. Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord, 
your cross on us be signed, 
that likewise in God’s service we 
may perfect freedom find. 

 

[Please remain standing for the gospel] 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 3.13-17 
 Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, 
and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it 
is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved,[a] with whom I am well pleased.’  

[For] the Gospel of the Lord, praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203.13-17&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-23210a
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[Please be seated for the sermon / reflections.] 
 
Sermon / Reflections 
 

THE CREED 
 

[EA] Let us stand and affirm the faith of the Church: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE [Intercession] 

 
[EA] Let us pray for the world, the church and one another 
 
The prayers conclude with: 

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
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Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
PREPARATION FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER 

 
[EA] God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 

in him should not perish but have eternal life. [John 3.16] 
 
[EA] Let us pray: 

We do not presume 
to come to your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy  
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he is us. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

[EA] Christ the Son of God has been revealed as a light to the nations. 
 
[Silence may be kept] 
 
[EA] Let us bring our darkness to his light, confessing our sins in penitence 

and faith. 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
 and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
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Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

[C] Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in 
faith: pardon you and set you free from all your sins, strengthen you in all 
goodness and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

THE GREETING OF PEACE 
 
[C] Christ has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 

We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 
[C] The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 
 

[All may exchange a sign of peace] 
 
[EA] Offertory Hymn: TiS 447 – Lord, your almighty word 
 

1. Lord, your almighty word 
chaos and darkness heard, 
and took their flight: 
hear us, we humbly pray, 
and where the gospel day 
sheds not its glorious ray, 
let there be light. 
 

2. Saviour, who came to give 
those who in darkness live 
healing and sight, 
health to the sick in mind, 
sight to the inly blind, 
now to all humankind 
let there be light. 

3. Spirit of truth and love, 
life-giving holy dove, 
speed forth your flight; 
move on the waters' face 
bearing the lamp of grace, 
and in earth's darkest place 
let there be light. 
 

4. Holy and blessèd Three, 
glorious Trinity, 
Wisdom, Love, Might, 
boundless as ocean's tide 
rolling in fullest pride, 
through the earth far and wide, 
let there be light. 
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Offertory prayer 
[C] Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we 

have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory and 
for the service of your kingdom.  

Blessed be God for ever. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
[C] [The Lord be with you 
 And also with you.] 

Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right to praise you, faithful God, 
 always and everywhere, 
 for with your only begotten Son 
 and life-giving Spirit, 
 you are the one true God from everlasting to everlasting. 
At the dawn of time you wrought from nothing 
 a universe of beauty and splendour, 
 bringing light from darkness 
 and order from chaos. 
You formed us, male and female, in your image, 
 and endowed us with creative power. 
We turned away from you but you did not abandon us. 
 You called us by name and searched us out, 
 making a covenant of mercy, 
 giving the law, and teaching justice by the prophets. 
And so we praise you, 
 joining with your faithful people of every time and place, 
 singing the eternal song: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 [Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.] 
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When the fullness of time was come, 
 you sent your Son to be born of Mary. 
Bright image of your glory, 
 he learnt obedience to you in all things, 

even to death on a cross, 
 breaking the power of evil, 

freeing us from sin, and putting death to flight. 
You raised him from death, 
 exalting him to glory, 
 and the new day dawned. 
On the night he was betrayed 
 your Son Jesus Christ shared food with his friends, 
 his companions on the way. 
While at the table he took bread, 
 blessed, and broke it, 
 and giving it to them, said: 
 ‘Take, eat, this is my body.’ 
He took a cup of wine, 
 and, giving thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
 ‘This is my blood of the covenant, 
 which is poured out for many. 
 Do this in remembrance of me. 
[Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:] 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore, living God, as we obey his command, 
 we remember his life of obedience to you, 
 his suffering and death, 
 his resurrection and exaltation, 
 and his promise to be with us for ever. 
 With this bread and this cup  

we celebrate his saving death until he comes. 
Accept, we pray, our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
 and send your Holy Spirit upon us and our celebration 
 that all who eat and drink at this table 
 may be strengthened by Christ’s body and blood 
 to serve you in the world. 
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As one body and one holy people, 
 may we proclaim that everlasting gospel 
 of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 through whom, with whom, and in whom, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
 all glory is yours, eternal God, now and for ever. 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 
are your for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE COMMUNION 

 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
We who are many are one body, 

for we all share in the one bread. 
 
[The wine will be administered in two chalices. The taller chalice will be for 
‘sipping’ and the shorter chalice for ‘dipping/intinction’!] 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.  
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come let us take this holy 
sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in remembrance that he died for 
us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 
PRAYERS AFTER COMMUNION 

 
[C] God of the nations, we thank you for nourishing us with this holy 

sacrament. Guide us by your presence, that we may bring your light to 
those who dwell in darkness, and establish your justice in the earth.  

 
[C] Most loving God, 

you send us into the world you love. Give us grace to go thankfully 
and with courage in the power of your Spirit. 

 
[Notices, if any by one of the Wardens] 
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[EA] Closing Hymn : TiS 137 – For the beauty of the earth 
 

1. For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 

Refrain: 
Christ, our God, to you we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

2. For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light, [Refrain] 
 

3. For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind's delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight, [Refrain] 

 
4. For the joy of human love, 

brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild, [Refrain] 

 
5. For each perfect gift divine 

to our race so freely given, 
graces all of your design, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven, [Refrain] 

 
6. For the church that evermore, 

lifting holy hands above, 
offers up on every shore 
the pure sacrifice of love, [Refrain] 
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[C] May Christ the Son of God be manifest to you, that your lives may be a 
light to the world; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
[EA] Go in peace to love and serve the Lord: 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

 
Worship Roster for today 
9.00am  E.A. Rosemary Callow, R1. Jenny Harris , R2. Sonia Shaw, Intercessor. Fr Sam, 
Cr. Andrew Bell, C.M. Naomy Nesimnahan, W. Jean Jelley & Noel Hardy, Counters. 
Gecille Hindson & Mark Duncan 
 

E.A: Eucharistic Assistant, C.M.: Communion Minister, Cr. Crucifer, R: Reader, W: Welcomers 

 

 
 

Thank you for joining in our worship today. We offer an after-
service ‘cuppa’ in our meeting room next to the foyer after 
Sunday Services – you are invited to join us.  

 
 
 
 
Please note all Sunday services in January are combined service at 9AM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rosters for next week : 18-Jan  
9AM E.A. Jim Moore, R1. Judy Carter; R2. Connie Killey, Intercessor. Fr Sam, Cr. Steven Sim,  C.M. Steven Sim, 

W. Lyn Lynch & Cheryl Yon; Counters. Stephen Cossey & Jim Moore 
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PARISH DIRECTORY 

     
Address 5 Toorak Ave, Croydon VIC 3136 
Office 03 9723 5099   
  Tues, Wed, 9am -12pm    
Email office@stjohndivine.org.au 

Website 
www.stjohndivine.org.au - also on 
Facebook 

Vicar Fr. Sathi (Sam) Anthony (BD, MTh) 
  0400 248 347   
  please leave a message when calling 
  Email: sathianthony@optusnet.com.au 
  
     

Banking details for those who wish to make a direct deposit to support our 
programs and for your regular offering: 

Westpac: BSB # 033-044, St. John's General Account # 251582 
Please email notices to Parish Office by Wednesday 9AM 

 
  

mailto:office@stjohndivine.org.au
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THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH 
 

    The Baptism of Our Lord  
Sun 11-Jan 9:00 am Said/Sung Eucharist COMBINED SERVICE  
      
Mon 12-Jan 10:30 am Al Anon (fellowship room)  
      
Tue 13-Jan 5:30 pm Community meal: TDRM  
  7:30 pm A.A meeting (fellowship room)  
           
Wed 14-Jan 5:15 pm Community meal: Winter Shelter  
  7:00 pm N.A. meeting (fellowship room)  
        
Thu 15-Jan     
      
Fri 16-Jan     
      
Sat 17-Jan 7:00 am A.A. meeting (fellowship room)   
      
    2nd Sunday after Epiphany  
Sun 18-Jan 9:00 am Said/Sung Eucharist COMBINED SERVICE  
       
      

 
 
 
 
 

 

Permissions 

Service excerpts from A Prayer Book for Australia © 1995 The Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation. 

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 

of America, and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Words to hymns reproduced from The Australian Hymn Book Company Pty Ltd, © 1999, CCL # 632290 

CCLI Streaming Licence # 129545 


